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Kanazawa was a thriving port town in the heart of the
Japan Sea, connecting the “Kitamaebune” shipping routes
with old land-based trade routes.
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Map of Kanazawa's Nature and Culture
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Kanazawa’s famous and unique Kaga cuisine is a marriage of diverse
ingredients from the mountains, the countryside, the river and the sea.
Kaga vegetables are local vegetables that has been cultivated since
many generations back, and an important component of Kaga cuisine.

The many ancient springs and canals of Kanazawa
are the defining characteristic of this city, and have
played a prominent role in the daily lifestyle and
crafts of Kanazawa since the Edo Period.
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The beauty of nature, combined with the
skillful hands of Kanazawa artisans has
made Kanazawa the birthplace of beautiful
traditional arts and crafts.
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In the past, we could see picturesque scenes of dyers washing long strips
of Kaga Yuzen silk in the river. Nowadays, the process has been mainly
moved indoors and washed mechanically using Kanazawa’s ample
underground water supply.
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