
The Symposium on Conserving and Strengthening the Value of Agricultural Heritage Systems in the 
New Normal Era, co-hosted by UNU-IAS OUIK and RDA, was streamed live on YouTube in Japanese 
and Korean on 5 November 2021. Additional publications and outreach events are forthcoming.

• A preliminary set of indicators (2021) are being developed through 
review of literature, GIAHS proposals and action plans, as well as 
interviews and workshop discussions, including:  
• Reyes, Sheryl R.C., Aya Miyazaki, Evonne Yiu, and Osamu Saito. 2020. 

Enhancing Sustainability in Traditional Agriculture: Indicators for 
Monitoring the Conservation of Globally Important Agricultural Heritage 
Systems (GIAHS) in Japan. Sustainability 12, no. 14: 5656

• Guidebook on Community-based Participatory Monitoring and Activities 
for Sustainable GIAHS Conservation by RDA, 2021

• UNU-IAS OUIK administered a survey and two consultation workshops 
with GIAHS officers and researchers in Japan and Korea to assess the 
relevance and feasibility of the preliminary set of indicators.

• Respondents from both countries 
overlapped much in the indicators they 
identified to be ‘too advanced,’ 
particularly around measuring changes 
in agro-diversity, transfer of traditional 
technical knowledge, economic support 
through policy, adaptation measures 
against environmental crises, and 
community-level initiatives.

• Although the awareness of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) were 
much higher and related activities more vibrant among Japan GIAHS, 
participants from both countries agreed that SDGs provides a viable 
platform for raising public awareness of GIAHS and its value to society.
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Output 1: GIAHS Monitoring Guideline, including Criteria and Indicators
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Objectives: In partnership with the Rural Development Administration 
(RDA) of the Republic of Korea, the United Nations University Institute 
for the Advanced Study of Sustainability Operating Unit Ishikawa 
Kanazawa (UNU-IAS OUIK) aims to:

analyze key characteristics of GIAHS in Korea and Japan

develop GIAHS monitoring indicators and guidelines

provide knowledge to existing and aspiring GIAHS

Indicators Development

Verifying the Feasibility of GIAHS Monitoring Indicators

GIAHS Monitoring Guideline

Reyes et al. (2020) RDA’s guideline (2021)

Output 2: Research publications and outreach events

Indicators (2021)

8 criteria (5 core* and 3 additional criteria)
22 sub-criteria, 72 indicators

(as of November 2021, subject to change)

Food and security 
livelihood*
Statistics of agriculture 
population and income

Agro-biodiversity*
State of agricultural 
biodiversity and ecology 
and the threats they face

Local and traditional 
knowledge systems*
Transfer of wisdom related 
to farming techniques and 
practices

Cultures value systems 
and social organizations*
Organized preservation of 
culture, values, etc.

Landscape and seascape 
features*
Assessment and 
maintenance of nature

Governance
Systematic management 
through policies and 
monitoring

Capacity development 
and research
Financial and human 
resources development
and research

Partnerships and outreach
Outreach at community, 
national, and international 
levels

Preliminary Indicators Framework

Scan this QR code to learn 
more about the workshops.

The project is in the process of developing a GIAHS monitoring guideline to be launched in Q1 of 2022. The guideline will provide an 
overview of the current state of GIAHS conversation and monitoring; purpose and core principles of monitoring GIAHS; key elements 
of GIAHS that should be monitored with indicators; requisite institutional structures and resources; and strategic ways to link to 
evaluation studies and use the findings. It aims to serve as a knowledge reference for GIAHS and aspiring GIAHS communities.

Scan this QR 
code to watch 
the event on 
YouTube.


