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Thank you very much for the introduction.

TN ZWZZEELTEIDHYABLE ) TEVET,

I’'m delighted to be back in Japan and I'm especially delighted to be here to celebrate with you
the creation of the first new site designation from UNESCO since 1972. I'm happy to be here
to celebrate with you UNESCO Global Geoparks.

720 RAFZOIIICHARICHPRHTAZENTEREINLLESTBY 7,

ARHIZ, 197248 DR E 3 5 24 A 2O LWHUBEEEHI O AEZ FE I T EBUNTEL LI REI N
LCBoTBNET, ZLC ZARIVA NI OFAELET + — T JIBMTEIEFITERTISE
¥
| introduced to the new logo of UNESCO Global Geoparks. This is my native language, the Irish
language.

ZLTC FTRERICCOH LA RIWR A= 0uTDIE) 2 TN LI ER S TRET,
LA, THLIHIo TV AFHLZOTTN, ROBEFETHHY I, T4 VT ¥ FETIH HITRLHK
ZLTBY T,

On every slide you will see this logo in a
different language including Japanese.

LR AICHADE S TWBE AT 4 KOFTI,
U IO TOFHZMEELE) FiICERTW
9, HARFEL B W2 LET,

We have heard a lot in the opening
speeches, the opening comments, about
the 38th General conference of UN-

ESCO which occurred last November.
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And this is the photograph of that general conference.
ZOROREDFHENBIH HTT,

| will be followed by the former director
general of UNESCO, Mr. Matsuura, who
will describe in detail exactly, what is UN-
ESCO.

H R ARIIAKH, FADORIZHEHEZ 2D DYHI
AR TREFREOBRHIATT, MHIAD
ZIDHIFFELL ZARIDED X Bk
BROPIZOVTBHPENZEZLFETT,
But for me, to really explain to you UN-

ESCO Global Geoparks, | want to just get
a little bit of history about UNESCO because the geoparks are now a part of that history and |
want you to understand exactly how they fit in to the world of UNESCO.

DT ) 51k, AR MR TANR=ZIZOWTERH Iz Wz LET TR EDL, ZOTVF =2
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WHDONEWH) ZEEFHT L0120, PLIARITEDHEDYIZOVTBIFEEWALET,

UNESCO is an acronym. It stands for United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Or-
ganization.

AR DFIMEFEIZ o TVET, TOFETTUINE D, IERITIZEHEBER A EE TSV E T,
Our headquarters are in Paris, France, and UNESCO was founded in 1945 at the end of the
Second World War with a very simple agreement.

HRADEKBET TV ADNRNIZTEVE T, FHVSNTOP, FHKIEFRKRIEHH T L1945 T, Z

JIFIERICHE R M e R o TRL SN E L7z,
Because war was created in the hearts of men and women, so it is UNESCO'’s job to build
peace in the hearts of men and women.

WL V) DIZADLOFPLOLHNAEETNTLEIDDTHL L, Lo T2 ARaDfime LE
LTid. ADDISFERIDLEZ E T LERH B & v ) e T3,

In the early years, UNESCO helped to rebuild schools, libraries, and museums that were de-
stroyed during the Second World War and it served as an intellectual forum for the exchange of
ideas and scientific knowledge.

OB, A2 TEHERMERREIC X o THRIEI N TL o729/, MEME, €L CEMER EZH
By adie L& Lz, $720 SH612E BN ERZ R E 2355 LThfibhTwnE
T
During the 1950 s, 1960 s, 1970 s, many countries in Asia and Africa became independent,
and they turned to UNESCO for help in creating their own educational systems and to ensure
education for all girls and boys, and to tackle illiteracy, which remains a major challenge.

ZDOH19504E, 604EL. L CT0EMRICAZ L, TYTHIR, ZLCT7 7Y A Thkc LEIMLT

WEFE L7 SOX)BHLVER, BEHEZESICHI o TZARAITIIEERDTE T L, T,
BREPOREGRETHo72ETOFRR, LRI TL2HFR2RHET LI L, 2L TRERONKLE VST
ETADPREGREICE>TVWE L,

UNESCO led the movement to protect the global environment and sounded the alert over the
state of the planet’s shrinking biodiversity.

EHIIE, AR TIIHAOBBEIRED LML > TE X Lz 72, MEROFFO LML HAE D/
LTHESBIIEHZIEL L TWET,

In 1971, UNESCO created the Man in Biosphere Programme which sought to reconcile the
use and conservation of natural resources. It marked the very first step towards what we all
know now as sustainable development.

ZLT 19712 ARI3IANMEEYE T 7 T 2520 D F Lz, Sk, BARERFEORELIEHZ
ML &) EVoZzb DT, 4 TIRIERA PFHRITRE R T L IFA TV 2 b DIZANTTOE Lk ozbly
T,

In the 1960 s there was concern about the creation of new dams on the River Nile, which
would cause some of the great monuments of the Nile Valley to disappear. This inspired the
creation of what would be the Convention on World Heritage, which was signed in 1972.

F 7z, 1960ERICAD & FANVINCBT 287275 5 L OEZEN, TOMREOF A VORMICH - 7zl %
KESELDOTERWPLVIBEMFLELE L COLEOSFIE LMY MADTRIZ, 197245, TR
BEOFHEVHIBITHERELE L7
So at the same time as the creation of the MAB programme and the creation of the World Heri-
tage Convention, many international scientific programmes were also created, including the In-
ternational Geoscience Programme.
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BHLVE R 70 7 T Ao 7z X9 B EIRRY R B WZBFAHL DT T T ALDNL LD F L7,
Today, this International Geoscience Programme still continues to foster cooperation between
scientists - especially between scientists from the developing world.

4 TH D IGCP, MEFHAERIIFERT X, WIEE Lo 2, FICh Iz LED 5 0783 10 L
THELDITEE LTV ET,

Last year for example, scientists from 133 countries participated in projects under the IGCP.

—Ble L EFET e, MERIOIGCPATFTO7u Y =7 MII33HED ORFELSME LTV E T,
And this is an example of the one of the IGCP projects. This is from Africa and these children
are mining for gold, and they’re using very dangerous chemicals which is poisoning the ground-
water, in turn, poisoning the soil, poisoning plants, poisoning animals. Through IGCP, we are
trying to teach people like this that there is a better way to do this, a more environmentally
friendly way, but more importantly a way that doesn’t damage their own health.
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But | suppose to the ordinary person who doesn’t know too much about UNESCO, perhaps UN-
ESCO is most famous for the site designation of World Heritage.
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UNESCO has now three official site designations. There are three official site labels, the World
Heritage site, which includes 1,030 sites in 163 countries. We have 650 biosphere reserves
in 119 countries, and as of last November we have 120 UNESCO Global Geoparks in 33 coun-
tries.

HE, 2 A A3 T3 OO EHREZ R > TwE g, F3IL163 47 ENIL, 03020 Eb D28 &FHF s
TWETHREE, Zhhrb, 2A RT3 I)X-27 L LTRESN TS0, 1197 ET6507 FrilZe - T
WET, SHITIE RN OR T AR I Y A 8= 7 IZFE STV L EFTAS 337 EI212074 B
HYFET,

Of course many of the World Heritage sites include geological sites. This is a geological World
Heritage site from China, and here are fossils of animals about 540 million years ago from a pe-
riod of time, a period of Earth history, when there was a huge explosion in the diversity of life.
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But with many geological World Heritage sites, | suppose you might ask, “Why do we need UN-
ESCO Global Geoparks?”
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So this is something | will try to explain to you.
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This is now the definition as adopted last November in UNESCO. This is the definition of a UN-
ESCO Global Geopark. It is a single, unified, geographical area where sites and landscapes of
international geological significance are managed with a holistic concept of protection, educa-
tion, and, most importantly, sustainable development.
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This is the Zhangjiajie UNESCO Global Geopark in China. It may look familiar to you if you have
ever watched the movie Avatar. This is where they filmed it.
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And is a geopark just about geology? Absolutely not.
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The Geo in geopark comes from the Greek
word “Gaia”. “Gaia” means Earth.
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And what the role of the geopark is, is to

explore and celebrate the links between
the heritage of our Earth and everything it has given us.
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And just a little thing about what the Earth has given us, the geodiversity has biodiversity.
Without the difference of rock types, without the difference of soil, without the difference of to-
pography, you don’t get the diversity in biology that we have today.
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The distribution of our geological resources have shaped how our society has developed over
thousands of years from the Stone Age, the Iron Age, the Bronze Age, the Coal Age, the Silicon
Age - all geological resources.
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And strange geological landscapes such as this have given rise to folklore, to legends, and
they have inspired local people for generations as well.
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When you start looking at how all these things are so intimately linked, then you begin to under-
stand really the concept of a UNESCO Global Geopark.
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| gave you a brief history because this is something also unique about the geoparks, is this is
the first time that UNESCO in terms of a site designation has brought in something that has
already existed before.
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It began in the year 2000 when four areas in Europe came together and called themselves the
European Geoparks Network.
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Four years later, the European Geoparks Network had 16 members, and in UNESCO Headquar-
ters, they joined together with eight Chinese Geoparks to create the Global Geoparks Network
and to create the new label of Global Geopark.
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Since then, the network has met every two years at these various locations, and today we have
120 Global Geoparks in 33 countries and five continents.
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The geoparks however do not exist in isolation from each other. This is not just a list of territo-
ries. This is a network, an active network, a dynamic network, a network where cooperation,
where exchange, is compulsory.
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And just to show you where we are - this is the distribution of the UNESCO Global Geoparks.
You can see immediately a big concentration in Europe, a big concentration in Eastern Asia
and Japan, but nothing really in Africa, very little in the Americas, nothing in Australia. So we
have a big job to do as UNESCO Global Geoparks to help these areas get the same benefit
from geoparks as you get. This is our responsibility, to put dots in these parts of the world.
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UNESCO's Global Geoparks hold a record of past climate change. As a geologist when | look at
arock, | am looking back in time. | can look at that rock and read the history of the rock and so
do | can read the history of the Earth itself.
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We heard a lot today about climate change and indeed it is a very dangerous thing. But the
Earth has always experienced climate change, life has adapted to climate change, and the
geoparks, by reading the past, can help society prepare for what might come in the future.
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Many of the geoparks such as the ones in Japan are in tectonically active areas of the world,
and in these places they have a very special role to help local communities mitigate geo—haz-
ards through awareness raising and building disaster response strategies.
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This is the Katla UNESCO Global Geopark of Iceland, and along the side of the image you can
see the line of small volcanic hills.
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Just over 200 years ago, this was the site of the biggest volcanic eruption humanity has ever

witnessed in terms of the amount of lava that came out of a single eruption.
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So much lava and so much poisonous gas was put into the atmosphere of northern Europe

that it caused famine for two or three years, it caused tens of thousands of deaths, and almost

led to the evacuation of Iceland as a country.
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What would happen if this erupted again today?
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It would once again poison the atmosphere, it would once again cause very rapid climate
change, but just think of the casualties it would cause today in today’s modern world.
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Itis very important that geoparks play this role in preparing for geological hazards.
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I mentioned that the core philosophy behind geoparks is that of sustainable development. It is
about community empowerment. It is about making local people really aware that they live
somewhere special, that they are special people, and that they can really achieve things that
maybe they didn’t dream of before.
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For geoparks, local people aren’t just the people who happen to live in the geopark, they are the
geopark. It is their geopark. It is the people who are the geopark.

TANR=T7 L) DIE, TOMIBITHEL AN ED 72725 HEATVW RIS A =7 TH D L) 72T
TR A, EZTVANS=F7 LI DIR, ZIIELESEHE A4b 2, VA R=27TT, 2OV
FNR=T 3 WES5DEDTHY), TZLTHESDFZDIF =T DT,

And | want to give you some examples of exactly what | mean about community empowerment.
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These are two ladies from Jeju, South Korea.
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This lady, she is a Geopark Ambassador. She is a tour guide and she brings visitors around Jeju
and she shares with the visitors her stories of growing up in Jeju, what it was like, sharing local
tradition, local folklore, and also geology because she has done a training course in geology.
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But when this lady was a 14—year—old girl, she was told by her teacher at school to leave
school, that she was so stupid there was no point to continue any further her education.
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And so for the rest of her life, she basically sat at the harbor and sold squid to people.
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But when the geopark arrived in Jeju, she found something that really interested her.
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And she became so enthusiastic and so interested that this lady who was told when she was
14,* You're too stupid, you must leave school,” is now finishing her PhD in geology.
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That is what we mean by community empowerment.
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This is a lady from the Muroto UNESCO Global Geopark of Japan.
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And she witnessed the last time a tsunami hit this part of Japan and she has made it her life’s
work to make sure the memory of that event doesn’t die and doesn’t fade, and she brings chil-
dren and visitors into her home to show them pictures and newspaper clips of what it was like
the last time a tsunami hit that part of the coast.
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This is a Kazan Meister from Toya Usu, Hokkaido, another local person who is so concerned
that the local people need to be prepared for a volcanic eruption that she has got involved in
the work of the geopark.
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These are local people from Ecuador and in their culture the volcanoes are either male or fe-
male.
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And they share their stories with visitors as well, and to help bring sustainable economic devel-
opment to this part of Ecuador.
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There is another special culture in this aspiring geopark in Ecuador.
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And this is my own country. This is in one of the geoparks in Ireland. These are the local people.
We have created a new visitor center, they did a lot of fundraising, and they managed to create
a new geopark center which has become the focal point for this very small community.
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The economic transformation of their community has been so spectacular that this gentleman
came down to help celebrate with them. This is the Prime Minister of Ireland.
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Another example of great community empowerment.
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And here you can see the inside of the center with some musicians, some explanations - it is
really now the heart of the community.
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Of course geoparks have to communicate geoscience, but we do this in many different ways.
This is an example from England where young children are learning about how fossils are
formed.
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This is an example from Germany.
This is a local person who is the
daughter from a farm and she is a
geopark ranger. She is bringing these
tourists on a tour of her own geopark,
and of course earning€ some money in

the process.
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Geoparks of course have a responsibility to protect our geological heritage. This is an example

of a dinosaur fossil kept in place in China, and the museum built over the site where the fossil
was found.
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And this is an example from Greece from the Island of Lesvos. And here you can see active
geological conservation. These are fossil tree trunks.
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Education is at the heart of geoparks as well. These are three young children from Uruguay.
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They did a project on exactly what a geopark is and then presented the findings to three gov-
ernment ministers ; the Minister of Education, the Minister of Tourism, and the Minister of Eco-
nomic Development for Uruguay. The young children had the nerve to do that, an incredible
sense of empowerment again right down to the school children.
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And here’s a group of schoolchildren from China learning about their geological heritage in the
Museum of one of their UNESCO Global Geoparks.
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Of course a lot of geoparks offer sustainable tourism products. This is an example from France.
This is an electric bicycle. This lady has a helmet that is fitted with special technology that as
she is cycling through the countryside, every so often she receives a signal telling her to stop
and to look and it gives her an explanation of what she is looking at. The explanation might be
geology, it might be about the farming practice, or it might be some cultural heritage.
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Most geoparks also bring together geologists and the art community as well. This is another
example from France. This is a piece of artwork put there by an internationally famous sculptor
in front of these very strange rocks.
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We tried to bring science and art together. So long apart, we want to bring them together so
they can learn from each other.
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Geoparks of course is about sustainable development. This is an example of a women’s coop-
erative from one of our geoparks in Greece.
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This is an example of some food from a geopark food trail in Ireland.
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These are all local products, small—scale production, organic food, traditional methods, and
the local people can sell this at a higher price and it brings more benefit into the local commu-
nity.
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I am just going to skip the slides to move on a little bit faster.
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Because | want to move on to an important point of what has just happened in UNESCO. What
just happened in November? If the geoparks already existed, what difference does this new
UNESCO label actually make?
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In 2001, the member states of UNESCO agreed to support geoparks on an “ad—hoc” basis.
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But nobody was ever really sure what it meant.
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Neither the geoparks were sure, and it turned out neither the member states really understood



either.
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So over the last four years, member states and UNESCO began a major push to try and create
a new label, the label of UNESCO Global Geoparks.
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This label would legally formalize the link between UNESCO and the Global Geoparks.
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It is this legal formalization that happened on 17 November 2015.
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This is a view of the debate as it happened. What does the new label actually mean?
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It doesn’t involve an international convention or an international agreement.
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It doesn’t impose any legislative restrictions on the local people.
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It is a bottom—up designation, the involvement of local people at its very heart.
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And now along with World Heritage and Biosphere Reserves, UNESCO Global Geoparks cover
the full remit of the planet’s natural heritage.

Z LT, HFGEPE & AYBERAERISI N2 T, 28 AT F 78— 7 ASHER D F IRE FE 4T O I % 78
T D, IN—FTDHENHITEIIEDET,

So what has changed? Well there is a new label, plus a new logo, new statutes and guidelines,
a new application process, which does involve an intergovernmental check, a new revalidation
process, new governing bodies, a new financial model, and a new formal link to the IGCP.
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For the first time ever, UNESCO agreed to bring in all these existing 120 Global Geoparks, to
bring them into the new label subject to a letter from each member state, and thankfully all the
letters were received before the debate was passed.
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All of the new 120 Global Geoparks have now got their new logo along with the guidelines for
how to use it and how not to use it, so make sure you follow those very carefully.
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The UNESCO Global Geoparks and the IGCP are now part of a new programme called the Inter-
national Geoscience and Geoparks Programme.
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The new guidelines for UNESCO Global Geoparks are very much based on the previous existing
model, but there are some important changes that | will now go through with you.
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One of the main changes is this: Previously, UNESCO Global Geoparks are not protected ar-
eas, so they are not national parks, they are not national reserves, and they do not have to be
protected areas. However, the main geological sites - in other words, those sites that are the
reason you have become a UNESCO Global Geopark must be legally protected.
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And so for those already existing geoparks, this will be checked the next time you are due for a
revalidation.
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Before an application is made, your country must submit to UNESCO a formal expression of in-
terest.
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The application can only commend you are in October and November and it must be sent by
the national authority in your country that has relations with UNESCO.
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And this is a very important aspect here. We do not want to be duplicating the efforts for world
heritage sites, for biosphere reserves, so we don’t encourage areas with an already existing
designation to become a geopark.
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However, if such an area does want to become a geopark, then they must send us clear evi-
dence of why this is justified and also evidence of how they are going to work in synergy to-
gether with the other designation to make sure there is no duplication of effort.
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So after the applications are checked for being complete, UNESCO then puts a one page sum-



mary of each new application on their website.
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They stay there for three months, so at the moment if you look at the UNESCO website you
can see the one page summary of each of this year's new applications. If at any time | receive
an objection from another member state about an application, then | will withdraw that applica-
tion and it will be up to the two member states concerned to sort out the problem themselves.
UNESCO will not get involved in any disputes.
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So assuming there are no objections, a field inspection will occur between May 1 and August
15, and two evaluators will go and travel and visit your area.
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After the field evaluation, a report will be made to the UNESCO Global Geoparks Council, which
will meet in September.
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This Council will then make a recommendation to the Director General of UNESCO concerning
each application, whether they should be accepted, deferred, or rejected.
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The Director General of UNESCO will then ask the Executive Board of UNESCO the following
April to endorse the recommendations of the Council. And this will be the final decision on UN-
ESCO Global Geoparks that will be made by the Executive Board of UNESCO.
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But as before, designation as a UNESCO Global Geopark is for a limited period of time only. You
get the label for just four years.
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After the four years you have to go through a very thorough, very strict revalidation exercise in
order to have your designation extended for another four years.
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And so this year there will be 22 geoparks going through this revalidation process.
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The results for this revalidation can be the so—called green card. That means you are renewed

for another four years.
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But if we find that there is a particular problem in your geopark, that it is not functioning right,
that maybe the local community are not involved properly, then you get the so—called yellow
card which means you only get the label for two more years.
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And then after those two years, we go back and we pay you another visit, and if the problem
hasn’t resolved itself, then we will take the label off from you and you lose your status as a UN-
ESCO Global Geopark.
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So this is a very strong periodic review system.
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And all the costs that are associated with both the evaluation and revalidation must be paid by
you, the geopark itself.
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So what is the UNESCO Global Geoparks Council? Who are these people?
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It doesn't exist yet because we still have to appoint people to this new body, but there will be
12 people who will be high profile experts in geoparks based on their proven experience and
gualifications.
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As with the Geoparks Council, there will be a new body called the UNESCO Global Geoparks Bu-
reau. It will consist of the chairperson, vice chairperson, rapporteur of the Council, as well as a
representative of UNESCO and the Global Geoparks Network who will be ex—officio member,
without the right to vote.
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| mentioned about a new financial model. This is also something unigue of the UNESCO Global
Geoparks. Every UNESCO Global Geopark must pay a voluntary fee of $1,000 each year to a
capacity building fund held by UNESCO.
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So these funds will help UNESCO to have capacity building activities in those areas of the



world where there are few renowned geoparks at the moment, so especially Africa and Latin
America.
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| also mentioned there is now this formal link to the IGCP and | hope in the coming years we are
going to see the scientists of the IGCP and the people working in UNESCO Global Geoparks re-
ally starting to come together, to work together, to learn from each other.
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| am convinced this will be a fresh start for Earth science in UNESCO but also a great opportu-
nity for Earth science on a global level as well as to really engage with society so that society
really understands the importance of respect for planet Earth.
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What is next? This year we haven't stopped still, so this year we have applications from China,

Czech Republic, Ecuador, France, Iceland, Indonesia, Iran, Ireland, Mexico, Norway, Korea, Spain,

the United Kingdom, and two extension applications.
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| want to come back to the concept of sustainable development which is really fundamental be-
hind the UNESCO Global Geopark.
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The four—year revalidation process is our check to make sure that sustainable development is
actually happening.
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And we can see from right across the 120 Global Geoparks that it is happening.
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Just two years ago, the United Kingdom’s National Commission to UNESCO---
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---commissioned the study on the value of UNESCO to the economy of the United Kingdom.
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They looked at every activity in UNESCO that the United Kingdom has an involvement with.
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There were two activities that were very clearly delivering much more than anything else.
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24 world heritage sites were contribut-
ing substantially to the economy of the
United Kingdom.
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But the big contribution were the six
Global Geoparks.
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I'm confident that under the new UNESCO program that this level of sustainable development

will really increase and local communities will really see the difference.
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If you want to see some of these benefits, then | would like to invite you to the first Interna-
tional Conference on UNESCO Global Geoparks which will happen in the wonderfully named
English Riviera, UNESCO Global Geopark in September 20186.
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And this will be the opportunity for all 120 UNESCO Global Geoparks to have that party to-
gether to celebrate the new label.
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I want to finish by thanking the colleagues of the Japanese UNESCO Global Geoparks for help-
ing us to get to this wonderful position where we find ourselves now. | also want to remind the
Japanese UNESCO Global Geoparks, you have a big international responsibility to help with the
creation of geoparks in other areas of the world to help other local communities get the benefit
that your local communities have had. Remember that Global Geoparks are a family, and inter-
national family, and all of us have a part to play in that. Arigato.
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In areas such as this we often see not just a problem of the aging population but a

£18] Thank you Dr. Patrick for your very nice in- problem of fewer opportunities for younger people. So there is nothing in an area like

troduction about Global Geoparks. | have a
guestion that is related to the local prob-
lem that is now facing Japan. It is about the
population and the lack of human re-
sources. Japan is now facing a huge aging
problem. And as you mentioned, geoparks

are people. So if we don’t have people, then
we don’t have geoparks. So what would be
the criteria to think about how to phrase the problem of an aging population in Japan
and especially in this local Hakusan area? Do you have any ideas about that please?
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[McKeever] | think many countries have a similar problem. Certainly many European countries

have this problem also. But we find in a lot of the geoparks, geopark is something that
can give the local people an opportunity. So as we saw on Jeju, with these two ladies
who have retired, they took a new opportunity and now they are making a difference to
their area. They are bringing visitors into their area, they bring money into the area, and
they are sharing their experience with other local people. So really it is about the com-
munity empowering itself and getting involved itself.
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this to encourage young people to stay to get a job here. So we hope that the geopark
will help change that a little bit. We certainly see that happening in a very substantial
way in geoparks of China where the geoparks have created hundreds if not thousands
of jobs in the countryside of China, keeping young people in villages that would other-
wise become abandoned as they moved to big cities. So this is a very important role for
the geoparks in areas such as this.
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[McKeever] Thank you for the question which I'm really appreciated, because for me it is a

very important issue.
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| think, before you apply for any international designation, you must ask yourself very
deeply what is it and what this move for.
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What is the purpose, what is what you want to achieve?
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| think you need to look beyond the fame if you would like to have two or three interna-
tional labels. | think you need to really ask yourself deeply what do | want to achieve,
what is that | want to do, for humanity or | just want to have a label and then do nothing.
We need to think very carefully. Last September, | had a public conference with IUCN,
and we asked the same issue about geological World Heritage or Global Geopark,
which label you want? And it really depends what you want to achieve. For the World
Heritage label, you get incredible publicity | suppose and you get what is recognized as
a long standing international label, but it has nothing to do with sustainable develop-
ment. Where if you want to go with the Global Geoparks route, then it's all about sus-
tainable development. So you have to ask yourself exactly what you want to achieve.
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[¥w#—J\—] Thank you for the question.
Like Mr. Matsuura, when | think of sus-
tainable development, | think of the defini-
tion put together by Gro Harlem Brundt-
land, the Norwegian Prime Minister, in a
famous report from 1987 of the Brundt-
land Commission.
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And | think the definition that was put
forward by the Brundtland Commision is
still the simplest and best definition. It is
“the ability of a present generation to
meet its needs without compromising
the needs of future generations to meet
their own needs.”
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Does this concern geology? Does this

concern geologists? You bet it does. Be-
cause what is it 95% of geologists do?
They take minerals from the ground. They
take oil from the ground. They look for
coal. We are the people that find all these
resources.
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So perhaps, more than any other
branch of science, we have a great re-
sponsibility to make sure that we engage
with communities, with both the public
and with governments about sustainable
development and about what it really
means.
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| just got back from a meeting in Yun-
nan Province in China with my colleagues

in the International Union of Geological
Sciences.
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And one of the things we had great dis-
cussion about, was a project that we
called Resourcing Future Generations.

ZL T Beb P TORHEDOP TR BIGTEIS
dkim L72D0Y, RAEROMRD 72D DEIE
Tuy s FTL7

Within just over thirty years, this planet
is going to start running out of some of
the very core commoaodities that are
needed for our everyday life.
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It is quite probable we have discovered
all of the big copper deposits on the
planet.
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The big iron deposits---the coal depos-
its---we have discovered them all.
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The minerals that you need go into this
(Editer’'s note: cellar phone), rare earth
elements.
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Where are we going to find them? We
only have one planet.
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So these are the issues that the earth
science community is now starting to re-
ally think about. How do we extract mate-

rial in a much more sustainable way and a
much more effective way, with much less
waste?
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For a lot of earth science material, we
certainly need commodity material. We
certainly need better recycling technolo-
gies.
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But we also have to educate society it-
self —and it is has to change— and that
the mass consumption that human soci-
ety has become used to is not sustain-
able in itself.
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These are really fundamental ques-
tions, problems, and issues facing hu-
manity. | don’t have the answer to them.
Geopark doesn't have the answers to
them. But one thing we are trying to do, is
just to raise awareness and get the con-
versation started. Because unless we do
that, then we are running toward the
edge of a cliff where in 30—40 vyears’
time, suddenly we are going to be con-
fronted with a very unwelcome reality.
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So just to finish though, the Sustain-
able Development Goals, Agenda 2030,
and the 17 Development Goals are a
great start. But these are not the respon-
sibility of the United Nations. They are
not the responsibility of UNESCO. They
are the responsibility of every single one
of us. All of us together have to imple-
ment these goals. That is what sustain-
able development really means.
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[¥wF+—/{—] It was a concept that took
some time to develop. It all started like a
long story, but it started in the late
1980’s. There was an idea in China to
make what are called geological parks.
So these were areas of special geology.
But they were more intended to be
places for the geologists. There was no
thought given to local communities or to
sustainable development. In the mid—
1990’s —1996 — two of my colleagues
met at the International Geological Con-
gress in Beijing. And they were both
working on projects that were trying to
engage local people with earth science
—trying to explain earth science to the
public.
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So these two friends —one is from

France and one is from Greece— decided
that when they went back to Europe they
would keep in touch and try to work to-
gether. They found somebody doing simi-
lar work in Germany and somebody doing
similar work in Spain. These four people
came together and got funding from the
European Union’'s funding program to
create what they would call the European
Geoparks Network.
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So in the year 2000, four years after
they met, they put together a conference
and they invited about 30 of us to Spain.
And | got an invitation because | was
working in Ireland at the geological sur-
vey specifically on geo—tourism. It was
engaging with local people, putting to-
gether walking roads, cycling roads, etc.
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But it was only at this point that the
magic started to happen. Because fol-

lowing that conference, we agreed that
we would come together as a network
three times every year. So for the next
four years, we came together. We would
host the meeting in our own territories.
We would all take a turn paying for every-
body to come. And for the next four years,
we met three times every year and built
up the level of friendship and trust to
such a degree that other people wanted
to come in and join this network also.
This then brought us to UNESCO in
2004 when UNESCO had seen what was
happening and decided to put us in con-
tact with these geological parks in China,
and together we launched the Global
Geoparks Network.
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And to this day, the Geoparks in Europe
—they don’t meet together three times a
year, but they do come together twice
every year. And this network is still very
much the heart of the Global Geoparks
Network. There is still that level of coop-
eration and level of exchange. And that is
really what we want to see develop in the
other regional networks around the world.
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| should just finish that —if you had told
me back in 2000, at that meeting in
Spain that in 16 years, | would be sitting
with the former Director General of UN-



ESCO at somewhere called Hakusan in
Japan, | would have said, “That is a joke.
That is never going to happen.”
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[¥wv#+—J){—] To great apologies---no---not
so much about UNESCO. It didn't even
enter in to our minds. What our vision was
back then, and especially from my own
perspective, because | grew up in North-
ern Ireland and at the time of the
geoparks development, we were just
coming out of 30 years of civil strife:--30
years of civil war, which | grew up in. And
the idea to make a difference to our com-
munities to try to bring the people back
together again after this conflict was re-
ally what I was concerned about, and that
is why | was trying to use earth science in
a way to bring communities together —to
empower them. To make them realize
that they are not that different and that
they may have many things that they
don’t have in common, but one thing we
all have common is the planet we live on.
So that was the rationale behind it. We
had no great vision beyond that in ad-
vance. Though that was a vision itself |
think.
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[¥wF—/{—] Well, there are various activi-
ties that happen, but | think it is very im-
portant just to go back to one point that
was made about geopark people being
crazy people.
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We are not crazy people, we are ordi-
nary people. That is the difference of
geoparks. In this audience, we have peo-
ple who are geological researchers, who
are geopark managers, but you have peo-
ple from the community that are here, be-
cause they are proud of where they are
from, and that is what makes the differ-
ence in geoparks. It is a bottom—up initia-
tive. It is not government officials coming

from the capital to say, “You must do this,

you must do that.” It is not at all. It is the
people in the community asking for the
help and the assistance. That is what
makes geoparks so beautiful and so dif-
ferent.
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And yes we are passionate. And we are
passionate because we understand the
biggest story that has ever been told —
the story of planet Earth.
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And when geologists take the time to
forget about talking in their own scien-
tific language, and they talk to the ordi-
nary people in the ordinary language and
tell them the great story of the Earth,
everybody just goes, “ Wow!” That really
happened.
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And that is why people want to be a
part of the geopark family, because they
understand that story also. So in terms
of what we have done within geoparks to
better geoparks in other areas, I'll just
use one example. And it happened last
May. You know that UNESCO has no
money at the moment, and the UNESCO



program was created with one condition
from UNESCO —it must not cost UN-
ESCO one cent more.
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So the group at geoparks pay for every-
thing themselves.
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And last May, with the funding that
Global Geoparks gave UNESCO, we
hosted a capacity building workshop in
Mexico City.

ZLTEESH, MRV A =T %2y FT—
IhBEEEFHLT, AX3 3 VT4 CTRIB
WDlzdoDT—2 v ay TERELE L.

We flew about seven or eight Global
Geoparks experts to Mexico and at the
same time, we flew people from aspiring
Geopark projects from across Latin
America. We brought them to Mexico City

also.
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And for two or three days in Mex-
ico City, we learned about each
other, we listened to their projects,
and we gave some advice. They listened
to us talking about what a geopark really
is.
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But that was just the start. Because
immediately after that, each geopark ex-
pert went and visited one of these
geoparks in Latin America and spent a
week with the local people in their areas.
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The result was fairly spectacular. This
year we had three applications to be-
come Global Geoparks from Mexico.
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We had an application from Ecuador
and have two very concrete projects hap-
pening in Nicaragua and Peru.
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Probably more fundamentally is that
these people are now meeting together
themselves regularly. They are forming
what we call the embryonic Latin Ameri-
can Geoparks Network.
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Again, under the auspices of the Global
Geoparks Network, we hope to bring
these people together again in Uruguay
toward the end of this year.
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So that is just an example of what can
be done. I know that this year, KIGAM, the
Korean Institute of Geoscience and Min-
eral Resources is going to host an inter-
national workshop in Korea specifically
for Southeast Asia: The Philippines,
Cambodia, Thailand, Myanmair, etc.
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Last year, China hosted a group of 30
individuals from the African continent, to
bring them to China to have an interna-
tional workshop on geoparks as well. So
these are the sources of international ac-
tivities that Japan has an absolute re-
sponsibility to get involved in.
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Why did we want to become UNESCO
Global Geoparks? It wasn't just because
we wanted the label “UNESCO.” We
wanted the international platform for co-
operation that is provided by UNESCO.
Thatis one.
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With UNESCO'’s international reputation,
we can be sure that the platform UN-
ESCO provides is an even stage for all
countries in which all countries can be
equal partners through the Global
Geoparks Network. Thank you.
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[¥wvF+—/{—] My message to the Japa-
nese Geoparks Network and especially
those Japanese UNESCO  Global
Geoparks that have been geoparks since
2009, is that we absolutely insist that
you need to be much more active on the
international scene. Geoparks are a not a
list. They are network of international co-
operation. And that international coop-
eration is obligatory. It is not an added ex-
tra. It is part of the process. And this will
be taken into account during revalidation
in the future — the level of international
cooperation and the level of international
assistance. | think it is a ridiculous situ-
ation frankly that | have only four or five
evaluators from Japan. Do you really
think it is fair that 95% of evaluators for

geoparks should be European? That is

not how UNESCO works. It is the respon-
sibility of all of us to help. You have had
great benefits from being in Global
Geoparks, but you also have to help oth-
ers get that benefit also. So that would
be the one message that | would give.
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Some ideas for the future action of Japanese geoparks
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[Fh#F] First of all, we would like to briefly review
the panel yesterday, so, maybe we can ask Mr.
Watanabe??

(BH] 2% - -

U] 7%, %, 7%, W%

[Chakraborty] WEH D % & &,

[F#4] Yesterday we discussed about interna-
tional contribution on the panel. So, would you
just briefly summarize the discussion?

(B8] Z~. HAGECTVWAZR?

(4] Yes, OK.

(B8] 29 C¥h. 12k HAIE, HA®D
WHRIAN=ZIZFEFRICECEELR DD, £
W, £7290F3=7 0wk, D418 —7
DHEVEZIEL T ZEPRETHRHETH
Hwn)Zll, ThEd) 1o, HRIF/—
74y NI—=7OHT, WHRIF =7 1w b
T—2%bo Ll LTWL 720, Bz i35
HHEMT E, RIA—T 2y FT—2
D% REICH LTHIML T S el E
ThHb, L) LT,

[3044] We have the responsibility for Japanese
geoparks, and another point is contribution to
the network. I guess everyone was there in the
symposium yesterday, and everyone was hear-
ing the discussion. Everyone should thought
what we can do for the network, and what we
can do as Japanese geoparks to other countries,
so I'd like to ask some of the persons here for

their impressions on the discussion, and what

you thought that you can do as your geopark.

WEH O 2 23T 4 HARD T A /3—2
ELTOEME 2L TH Y PT =7 ~OHHK,
EVIHFERBIFE LT E, BZEHLALEAZ
DN TTTOT, B bt s ¢ X
Lipkw) ZebAL, el HEshi:
DNL722tddhbLBVET, ol iDT,
HLroZ T MALDHIZ, HFLDY
FNWR—=7 TEARIENTEL EH) . Hw
THIVWERVTT,

If anyone wants to take the floor, please raise
your hands. If there is no one, I will ask some-
one to do this.

b LERZPET I NS, Fi
FIFTHEBELTLZE W, LD WRITE,
ERINTH/USETCNTLEET T,

[E#] OK.I go first.
(4] OK.
[B#] AslI talked with Dr. McKeever yesterday,

we have some active volcanos and some sort of
islands, so maybe we could make cooperation
with islands geoparks, not only within Japan
but also from Jeju Island in Korea or Batur Is-
land, Indonesia. Maybe start with the Asian
part including Aso & 7. Thank you.

[(ARA] bLIDoZ2LHABTD LTV

[BEH] H~2)TTh, brhFliz 91

IS5 72BN Tdh?

[KH] EE 50T R-ZTHEDSHED )

Bnh bk, REoTdHhnnWTTIF L

[BEH] - H~. ULesr S FEd. MEH. McKeever

BALLBELLAZATTITE, RIIKE - 8
LELVHIKLOEPLRTBY ETOT, £
VIARSYARZE WATE/ANE= Bl DAL NS 378
NRAVTHRESINFTLAZTNRED, Z2H0v )
B HiEERZ IR vw)I T LT, Bro
AT 2 L RELRDT, TENT,
EOFEMNETT LN 4 Y AT TONY— )L
BT ITOLEIHANLIBEDOLNTLVVLD
Db oTBY T, DETT,

[ch#3] But Sakurajima is not an island.

[E#] Yeah, it is connected to the continental
part, but still, identity is an island.

[FF#+4] OK.

[BH] FHETS-oT LI

[#f] S BBEE LBV ERoTE o b

(fhE] ZH |

In this case, what kind of connection or inter-
action do you mean?

[EH] Well, in terms of active volcano, it is kind
of tough to make the tourism.

Fo 29, fabr& b s 2 &AL niGKI
2o T, B &) R THET LT L
V) DA ) HEIZ, ) BOTF =7 T
oTWEF, FEERIALD2DZ) o2kl
MTLBERIATTITE, oI Ny —
TIEY =) XALIFEATZEN) 2L BHET
HZENZVDT, ERREDLHIZZI VI ¥
AT L&D o TWDLDONEN. I INT =2y
L7 TCEB L9 T—rvavyT, LA
WA TEPflioTTHLVWTTIFEDL, 290
TN TENTVONRL, HEYVTAT
4 TN DTs

[FE] #5251 20BEP5-TwI) ., BO
KINZ B 5T 2 ETEARL, BHMIZRHE
L7 Z LawnE, 290 BRTIEIWnE
HBwEd,

[BH] BEWwIDE 1208 1L SV F T,

ELoNEV) ERIRD Y /83— TR 5T
AN TT A,

[h#4] Could you speak it in English too?

[E#] Oh OK.
EH)L7zH0nTTh, 2 I HAE?

[McKeever] It is better that the discussion just
flows. Don't translate it. If anything important
1s there, ask me. It is better just to talk.

[fh##] OK. Thank you. So, the networking by the
active volcanos. The major concern is active
volcanos and how to make tourism near active

volcanos?

[EH] Yeah.

[fA#F] OK, that will be one point. Maybe I would
like to ask another geopark. Anyone would like
to take the floor? :-- No?

DT A8 = 7125 & o LRVT - ld

(lLUA] EH S ADFEDBIET, o130 DS
COMMERLIzE EDHITD I BRI LD
D% CTo WITD A7z BI2HE o < DIHLE 5
ZHEVIT—=r v ay TEHVIZATTITE,
RN FBCAHNHDH ST BEDITHIETT IV
RNERELEG I I BT 7 T4 T4 072K A
HBHOT, RYVJIDVE) DT, ZOWR%EY =T
TElbwvwni s lnt g,

[3944] So maybe that is sharing among the Japa-
nese geoparks or the other countries?

[LLIA] Also collaboration with Japanese geoparks
— I think it is very important. And then we can
express it with the Asian geoparks.

[(RF] HAREMNE 2% < T okd, FiZ7 Y
TDIEFH)TT LR, 7TIVTRMIFTEI Vwoiz
BfREENThELnE,

[3944] Any other geoparks from:--Yes, please.

[EM] A7=bidm A Few) ok, fta
FEAS IEMEICE ) EMEE T 7, Thoar s
BRI N9 720w ZET, FHICHT L2 E
Mo TN HHERHBCKINEE L V) DEFIZ T
WT KIS 5 2 9 Vo Z2B Sz nT o7
A FHEPFEATYS T, BEDONH VAL
W2 b oL, FEBIE X 72 RO FE
Ey IV EEMIMLT, T AXT
BERIIZDOZ LETHEN, T, ZTOITEND




HTE5WH o L2 b EIANENL LWOEHRR
WHLPEN, TIVolzZ BRI LED
LOMEmAE L TET, TINLH, TIHIVo2E
DYAT 2L TV ) Dhe, THIVnolzZ b
B EFDOTTIZH, £I V) bDEFES TS
ECHDHDHKEFEFSTRTT S LN £
IV ST HoTn e, ERLTWDEZ L
HHFDO L AT TIEARL T, oEO I

BBIRRATELONREN)ZET, bol,

HOZEDMIRZIRD L) L) 5H) IR o T
SIS
[3944] So we have three examples from Sakura-
jima, Aso, and the Izu Peninsula. The common
point is that there is an active volcano and
there is a risk of hazards. So how can we tell
the dangerous and the correct knowledge
about these volcanos to the people? That was
the point of the three people mentioned.
HroZITLINH, BnIEFTE 4 K
EEPEREPFUEE S A, 3O00FFE B L
We72EF L7z, ghehdbil Tw b o8,
HRINTHD L) 2, IHKINTEDOEHRE
Ly fERESZT L v, IELWAEE &9
RoTAAIURZ TV NE V) EZADPFRA
YREEVH)DIEEL TN ERVET,
And what I want to discuss is, how can we
make an international relationship or contribu-
tion to the global network? So, maybe we can
hold a workshop with other volcanic geoparks
and discuss how we can raise public awareness
and how we can tell the correct knowledge.
INEZFT, GhrobEmLinwERS
DiF, TNz EBEH D 2 IZEREERKE v
BOIZE IR TRIF TN LN TEL L
WA LIADRTDODRA Y MELEEWE T, f
A WHROMD T A= 7 2 ELRBLT —
7vay 7TEBAVT KLofEkz A 2i2L )
B2 HbHVFZTNE, EHVIHIELVA
WENAZENBR DD, IV ol L2
LEIT—2rvay TeRiFdrenind 1o

(e ~1
s —

DTN EBNE T,
[Chakraborty] Just a comment. Just two or
three opinions that have already come out. I

have this question that if you focus too much

on one aspect, which is like volcanos or hazards,

you are effectively not appealing to many peo-
ple who are not interested in those aspects.
You are only concentrating on one aspect. So
yesterday when Patrick was giving his key-
note lecture, he mentioned that we have the
greatest story of all to tell. That is — the story
of the planet itself. So of course, active volcanos
and geo—hazards are one part of that story.
But how to connect with other parts and how
to tell the story in a more holistic manner is
probably something that geoparks should need
to address. Without this — just by telling that
we have this volcano, it is very dangerous, but
we are doing this to mitigate this — is not en-
tirely convincing for a person who comes from
a place where there is no volcano. So how to
connect that is important. How to tell the story
or how to tell it in a geological term. May be
the land from where this person comes from
has no volcano right now, but everything — in-
cluding everything in planet Earth — has had a
violent history in the past. So how to connect
that is very important.

[h#F] Would you say that in Japanese too?

[Chakraborty] #&. Z9 CT3h. 5DHEE*%
FERD0HbrobER TV TYRA G

KINRNY— FOFEZTH2ONETHRNI &
BRATEW, 72720, EIRFICERLTK-
TLEH &, ZIWRHIRZIE L WS L DT 4
BUVHSLRDEDT, LeHETDOANHLDD
W2, A DTFNR=T 3SR bDD TR
BuEW) HBICR>TLEIATT L, Zh
., RV IIN—TTHLL L, 7272
JHEPLTEHELTD, EFLars TR
Vo EFLL BIZIEECKILD R W REED B K
NI, 722 BicE . HOoh TEETE
BWATT L. TOAND, DT, 727220H
DHINZH % b DOFMR, Z OfEktk % B3
BDTIE R T MIREEKROIGN S, HERkE
e AT—VEEZT, ZORTEERDA b —
) —OHTHGZEDF > T 5 S DOHM 5D
2 EIVI SO LD LN S TVWELD
A )t E, BREE RS 00
FN—= 2 DG TII RV E-ESTBY 9,
(K] b, ROEZTIR. YH -2 DN
EZBETA M=) —3FTTRFLLES
TWET,

The story is very important in terms for the
highlight of geoparks.

ZOA M=) =13, HEke Ao, it
BT LDOTT, WA =Y =HFTERIE,
TANR= T DWTNE— D NIZH LA > T,
7272, L OBEE, VAR Y=o Tn)
PN L) AN THOT, Thirdbok
WAHAR, AN EDOBDY ZEBIFI2A b—1) —
DL b TNEIY T LTWITIE, WAAL
A= OTIHIEFE ) R LS

=

NEZOTERVDP TOAM—=) =D Dzl
IR TVL o TV T &N, 5, ik
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[fh#t] We had very good comments from Abhik
and Mr. Ono. Regarding any kind of contribu-
tion, I think yes, I agree with that, one aspect
only is maybe not so effective. Another point,
the story connecting not only geology, but ecol-
ogy, and culture — that is one kind of character-
istic of the Japanese geoparks. I don't know the
other countries’ geoparks so well, but I guess
Japanese geoparks are very concerned about
this connection between the three.

4. R%Z, BEZJES % Abhik & A & R
SANLTHE FE L7225 Abhik 2ADITH D
5. 120K ZFIERT LI Db,
BEME VW) DEEZ L &L Lo LEY H
GEVIBREILHVE L, ) 1OKEFSA
PORFLBEDVDH-7-0F, IAaIh Vi
Wl AP RED L BRI
ATV, ZOA P—1 =HFKFETIE LW
Do FEPICHRD Y FN—=7 W5 DIE, ¥
F.xa, eh, EE(EABToT0ETITLE,
SO3DDARr T a vkl ok Lz bk
DD EFEoTWALATE RV, O
DHFFIZFEHEVFHEL LS RVDT, b
SEZNDBIEL WL ) DL HEVATT A,
ZZR120, A= OREEO»H L
mwEBnEg,

[KEF] %B1% S > 72139) AT

I want to show some examples of the stories.
I will show at the next Geopark Conference at
English Riviera. I would like to show the geo—
tour using folk tales. So it is a very impressive
geo—tour. I would like to show actual examples.

R o4, WHEZBITO4HY 7 -0
DERoIZER . FEEREEE TR L2V
Lo T, EH)Voz77u—FH3TITKRF
ZERWET,

[AR] By 2seH) TSF T,



<
Thank you. May I ask to Dr. McKeever? In
my personal opinion, Japanese geoparks are
very concerned on the connection between
these geological, ecological, and cultural issues,
like the example Mr. Ono has showed us. What
about the other countries’ Global Geoparks?
Are they very concerned on these links? Or,
not so much as Japanese geoparks?

[McKeever] More than Japanese geoparks.

[#r44] More than?

[Chakraborty] Absolutely, I was just going to
point out, that as a geographer, I find the eco-
logical aspects:**

[(E:Z] In many countries. In some European
countries, I agree.

(RH] 3 —w v toE%TER-ED, £D3
DEHEMLTHIEINVLZVATTIFED, o
E, Z9)THbHVELREVH) 7,

[McKeever] For example, in Latin America, it is
impossible to have a geopark without these
topics. It is so much part of the culture.

(AH] 570720 D OBHEEFR-EY . Kk
NETHEELROT, TR LTIEAYRIZY
N=Z IZHFHEL BN BT,

[Fh#F] So, maybe this part is not something spe-
cial for Japanese geoparks.

[McKeever] No.

[Chakraborty] One addition that I would like to
make is that I find ecological connections are
not very well represented at all in the geo—sto-

ries that geoparks should make.

[FF] Yes, T agree.
HAFETH,

[Chakraborty] HALEFDA F—Y —133 2
CICVTVEY P TETWD EIREAR RV,
GORETTTA, EESEVWET L, £I)vo
feat s varikbo LIS 2T e
7259 LEwET,

(B3] coffidmfvwARZirhe, 7—<idH
P H ko

[(F44] Yes, you are right, and we are now going
back to this topic. I was asking what we can do
as a Japanese geopark for the network. And
someone want to make another remark, or -

then I will ask..Mr. Wada?

(O] EEEBICOWT, A LEANZRZ L %,
VFN=7 L LT MoV F =27 LI T,

Mz bDTF 38— O E/R LT, HRICE
STV DIFFEHZERCE T, T4 13—7
D% VHIRICFA 7. B O A EZ AT H I &
& o T, ZOHBDOIRBIZBFZVATES

ALRBVDREN) 5EIITEFEZTVDLATT,

Ty EFICBVWTE, JICADOEEZELETT
7V HOFHDBELENIZY, FHIZA ¥ FOXRE
FANHIR A R o 72 ko) R oY A
=7 DY AE V) DEBIEA LT, M
ITHROZE) V) WL EF> T MATY
L25E) %, R blEEIV) L ERIERT
WEWHZEEEZTVET,

7272, FORRIZ, ALEZ T HWnaid,

HRPOEZOHIFTDH, TA =2 1ZBnT
IR ) EEE R MV EE &\ ) iR D B &
WETA, ZOBYIFED L) IR BIEER
7260V TL I B BIZIEA ¥ Fb, s
PHROLNIZEZAD IO, WE IO EKE
PIZRAZZ BT NE kv, FNT, YA 23—
7 OWEEE BEIOT A L XI21E. ZOKHHRT
HOLWEHOEER L VW) DELZEFTRDOLN
5 D7

[h#4] Do you have some comments?

[McKeever] (Bif}&#d" Operational Guide-

lines for UNESCO Global Geoparks”% 51
5)

[(h#f] We have the guideline here, the new
guideline. The Japanese translation is still ten-
tative.

HARITA VBT EHLIITEVETOTIE
CEE W,

[McKeever] Criteria number one.

[hfd] 254707, VA= oMl %,
H“ADHANIFIAYD3HE, 77547V TD
(1)T3,

[McKeever] I don’t have to answer. It's already
written.

[Sadkowsky] Z ZiZHFWTHH £5 DT, ¥
LREFEVWERWE T,

[McKeever] It's fundamental,

(FAAH] AW AL ¥ P TT,

UE] A

[Teresa] 3%D 1,

[AAI] BIDIEH AL FTA4 2 Lk TER
ROT, BITHEA T, fiffeo THWTHL L

AIEEHRIZLTLZE VW FDHE.3D(1),

[R#t] 7HHEZER) ATTITE,

[(Ff] 295 MBS TWIHI BRI D20
Ppeee

We don't have the page numbers in these
documents.
7HHETY,

[Chakraborty] Can I make follow comments?

[FF#] Yes.

[Chakraborty] If the question is not on one par-
ticular geopark, then I want to say something
about international contribution. Last year, in
autumn, we created an international working
group inside JGN. This is not about one particu-
lar geopark, but inside JGN. Among the five
founding members, only I and Mariko (fiE :
I BFE)  are here today. The other
founding members are Kuniyasu (f@if: @ HAE

FRHELC), Atsuko (FiE: - Fr&4 M ET- 1), and Hi-

roko (iiE : B#E 1 I). Unfortunately, they
are not here today. But what we are thinking
at the moment is that one of the possible contri-
butions to other aspiring areas is the example
of the JGN itself. It is an example of a network
that allows geoparks to come together and
share information, and learn from each other,
which in Japan is a particularly good example.
Nakada—sensei yesterday was pointing this out
that JGN is probably one of the best national—
level network in Japan. So how we could set
this as an example to other territories to create
a network of their own? Because network is
fundamental in geopark activities. It is not only
about one geopark connecting to another
geopark, but it is about how to create this kind

of a network. That is my comment.

[Sadkowsky] I have a comment. I think that

Japan can benefit in many ways from connect-
ing to other geoparks. The Japanese network,
we are talking about the contribution that Ja-
pan can give to geoparks around the world, but
I think the reverse, that Japanese geoparks
have limited knowledge of geoparks around

the world.

[McKeever] Absolutely.
[Chakraborty] Yes, that's true.
[Sadkowsky] So it is very important for us to

connect with geoparks around the world.

[AM] REZCBo Le o7 HED Y 48—

72T DI, PR TERLADL BESR
BELVIDODRboLHDHEM) ATT R &
EHUONLERICH DT, LALAINIH
T HOTIN=7 b % B FEATOS T2
CARNARY Y 3¢

(4] ZoHiIC Abhik S ADB - L o720,

JGN THEAL T —F v 77 V=T ) D%
WEAEDRKIZL D BT T L CE2A T &
1DODTAN—IHFEMTHbDEN) LD D
HADYF =2 %2y b7 =2, JGNZD b



DHBEMTESLET VRO TIE R VWL, HEH,
NANT 4 AH Y v a yOhT, hHE NS A
BBoLe-o72kIHll, F¥yaF vty b7—
7. BNAY F7—=2 & LTl JGN & w9
DRIFFZCVRBNI LA Lo Rnh v
Z &% Abhik SADBoLx->T. Thaex
\J TP Teresa SADFEF L W) Z L TL .

Regarding this point, may I ask Mr. Yoneda
about the JGN? What benefits we get from this
Japanese Geoparks Network and what we are
able to do by this network.

H ok ZOMNEZIT ORHBARICEAH
WLZZWATTIFES, HARYFIS—Z v b
=2 DEHERL > TN ILET, E)nsiz,
JvFlig b Vo2 bHhNABATTIFE, Jw
CEVHoT HBEVIFEIVH)TEN, Th
FCTCTERDP I EDNNRICE S T2Dhe £
DAY FZLLBHEPECZTETTLE D D

CRE] Covr =27 E8% LT, FIEIEHRIC
WRBH 5 72D1%, ZLDANIZHLHHGTZHLD
EATVWSEAKITH LT, FHID )~

ABRY, BERFOLDOERYENTEIZD
T Rwhrb, LT Zhedsh2 LK
S>T, EBIKEDLEZAZRTAIVE N
AFELOLEE, FWITHEZD, £V olzb
FlZwzLELTh, —HDOANLBEZ o7
ATTD, TROFAIZENDILE > Twvo7z,
ZLTE7, FMUE#BZR>HAEHKTH >
720, Floo ZFONLHL T, VA= HEO
HFIZBWT, M Tw S TEEFL O RO b il
LIRD /L) L TANIFERICKRENWT LT

HY FET, FE, ERGTOFEZHCTNT, &
IDBHMBEIIHYBBICR>TWoTAHALR
b, 29 TR%ELT, LA TF/S=2 98
HiFT 01k, R0 ZOEROEHTIC. £
IV oA DRBLELMEEIRD TN L
BRFELe VL, bobkdok, RIEIDI
HLL Lo STHAGLHPRLALDVLIA
DTV ZERRFEL RV, £H0H T L
EEEUTBNET, THVIHEFEEZENSET
We2n T, FEHEIZH Y BB FE T,

[(h##] Is there many citizens going overseas
from Itoigawa to other geoparks?

SOBHE - T, ORI T, kAl
YA NI AR/ Nl A § AV AW Ady s R/
bWVHoLebATT D

CRE] #2113, BEREHEZOEREPELED
B LD HOREEOERG L, rto T4
W=7 ~NHEAT> T E T, Ty Ribid, 4
EAERT, &£V 4% A4 FOREOERT L Z
DIFNR=T WHOTANRN=7 [ AT& 2wk
WYY T —EESHATHET,

[ft] Hoase s T8FET,

That is a very interesting example. Not only
the local managers but the citizens are going
abroad to other geoparks in other countries.
Are there any kind of examples of this in---

[McKeever] I think in Japan, you have no idea
what real international cooperation in geopark
means.

CRE] zhid ) 1o A7&720nEn) 120

[McKeever] Translate that please.

(AR BARDH, Y413 -2 OBFRBEOESA
ZHRLTTEHYATTITE, HADO YA /3—
TR FREBEBREVIEIDN B E, »
F Do ENfEbo T BnEd,

[McKeever] You are all sitting here talking
about the wonderful cooperation of the Japa-
nese Geoparks Network.

(RM] S THESAEY RS HARD T 78—
IREALEMRE TESL0o Ty WHICEFS

LWIENTEDZDPSTW) T EE4BRELT
F9 1

[McKeever] Do any of you know the people
from Jeju?

[AR] FEH2LOFH L, MY EVIFVE-Le
WETDe FMED T A= 7 TERTDHD
HFVWDLHWE T,

[McKeever] One?

[(RH] B— A

[McKeever] This is your closest neighbor.

[RAH] s, BMA—FHARLENBED Y
FN—=7 TI 1,

[McKeever] What cooperation do you have with
them? What joint projects? What exchange of
ideas? Have any of you been to the Chinese
geoparks? Have you been to Langkawi? Viet-
nam? So I am seeing one or two people.

[AF] CAZBHZELTOU LS Le TS,
LFEIZEEZ STV Ho Le T T2, FED
TVAN—=T AT Db E T h
A1do NPbF2E, 1A 2ADHLPVES
LebRnwTy L.

[McKeever] I need to remind you of the criteria
for UNESCO Global Geoparks, Section 3.

[AH] cco3FHODZAZTIZT =NV I F
W=7 DFEHETT, Thzed)—EL Bl
LTIELWVWATY,

[McKeever] Point number 6.

[RH] 6 &FHTT,

[McKeever] UNESCO Global Geoparks are en-
couraged to share their experience and advice
and to undertake joint projects within the
Global Geoparks Network. It doesn’'t mention
anything about the Japanese network, it is
Global Geoparks Network. Membership of the
GGN is compulsory.

[RF] 242327 0— 5L Y% 8— 213 GGN
CBWT, tHEWTHY 9. JGN LidFw
THRWVWTY R, EREFEZHAL, HFE 7O
V7 MY MET Z EDHERIND LFHNT

HYET,

[McKeever] So in Europe, geoparks — we have
something like 70 UNESCO Global Geoparks in
Europe — they come together twice every year.

(AF] 3—m v DY F8—2 Tid, 4EI2 20,
THRoTHEDET,

[McKeever] How many times do the Asian
geoparks come together every year?

(RAF] 727 CIEEE Y 320

[McKeever] That is where Japan can make the
difference. Facilitate that network. Facilitate a
very active Asian—Pacific network.

[AH] 22 CTHADPTERZLEL T, 20
TIT XY T 4y 7 OWIRT, HARDPEEL
TELHI Vo eRHEETo TV LRV E
¥ o

[McKeever] You need to stop talking just to
yourselves.

[(RAS] APEAZZT TRHET DR ) LHLHR0
Ty RNELREZEHWET,

[McKeever] And don't talk to me about having
excuses like,“ Oh we don't speak English.” You
know how many different languages we have
in Europe? You think it is easy in Europe to
communicate? Of course not.

(AH] SEZHHCELTELLAVERI A
TI e WIENGHERVDPEH 5> TWV) DIER-
EOHHIZHRERWER) ATT, ZE¥rEn
&, Ty STIRIEIA LI CADSFHE
BhoT, WIAZTNMHIZEE I b Lk

WTTIFE, RoEVHLVATT A, HFD
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[McKeever] But you find a way to do it.

(ARAM] W2Fh3d 5133728 BnF T,

[McKeever] So that is what you need to do.

[RAF] €O, 29 LTnwWiZ&znwkEBnFd,
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LEHEL Lo TLADT, RIEHTVFH =7
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R0 AR LGS, ABZEE2. HE
REPVAHAREIA LR ET B, TIVD)
TEELEDNOASTVE, FALEY, Tk
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T, x5 T0Ah Ry hT—=2L[HLE
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RN EICZ > TW A LR AR e ]
S>THBYE9,

el WEREY A =7 DORED L X2,
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> Ty MFEbbroT, MHTFEOKRMD Lo T
KBDOWHRENV)IZLEEZF LT

[McKeever] Absolutely.

[#4] Thank you for your remark and thank
you for your comment. I fully agree with Dr.
McKeever. I agree with Mr. Yoneda too that
between people and people, this is the funda-
mental point and we do this in the Japanese
network, so why not in the international net-

work?

[McKeever] It's not Why not?” It is compulsory.

[(h#t] Yes, we must.

[McKeever] And it is compulsory so this will be
checked during revalidation.

[AHA] HEECTOMBOHEBICRZOT, Th
339 ®ETT

[hHE] T4 BAE->TLDIk, BIADKES
WIEFICERWZLET L, AEAEZESCE
V) DDFRARMN 5 FB3 72 LD ATT AN
ETNZHEROTFN=7 DAy FT—7 DHT
ETETW5B, LIADPLRELNZEELY b
T =7 WRF TR nOh v #g7E e B
WwId,

Regarding this point, Mr. Yoneda, you are or-
ganizing the Niigata International Forum in
July. What is your aim at this forum? Is it to
create such a kind of Asian network?

ZZTHh ko LRHTRIEBAWVLIZVWAT
AN 7T HISREINT, HBEREY A 74— 7
AEVIDERBEINT VS LEBWE T, £
NEEDIH ZMADHDTTH. TDLH %
TITO Ry vT—=2ZBET B L0 D
bOBOTL &9 D%
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[McKeever] I just want to comment because

Ttoigawa is probably the most active of the

Japanese UNESCO Global Geoparks interna-
tionally. Thanks largely dear your efforts. And
we are very grateful that Itoigawa has been an
active member of the UNESCO evaluation
team for a few years now, Hiroko and various
other people.

I want to go back though to something that
Mrs Tabata from Izu has mentioned earlier. It
is about the issue of disaster risk prevention.
Because from the outside, when I look at the
Japanese geoparks that is something that I can
see i1s pretty much unique to the Japanese
geoparks. This work that you do training geo—
guides, but also you have the Kazan Meister
Program in Toya—Usu, raising awareness of
the need to be prepared for earthquakes, volca-
nos and tsunamis. Now several months ago in
UNESCO, one of my interns did a survey of all
the Global Geoparks with all the mangers. You
would have had this questionnaire. And it was
specifically about the issue of disaster risk pre-
vention or how important did the other
geoparks think it was. Almost all of the
geoparks across the world think that this is a
very very important issue. But most of the
geoparks outside Japan don't know how to deal
with it. So this is absolutely an area of expertise
you have in Japan in the Japanese geoparks.

You are talking to local people about these is-

sues. This is knowledge you need to share

through the GGN. And that is absolutely some-
thing that Japan could offer to the Global
Geoparks Network. How do you do it in Mu-
ruto? How do you do it in San’in Kaigan? Even
in Oki Island or Sanriku? How is it in Aso? How
do you work with the local people to prepare
them for these events? The rest of the world

wants to know that.

[RH] %flloFEF2BHELTLATTITE,
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[McKeever] Just to remind you, does UNESCO
think this is important? Absolutely. This is in
the criteria. Criteria number 2, there it is — geo
—hazards. It is right there.

(pH] KED2OHTT, YANF—FEHD
9,

Regarding geo—hazards, I fully agree. We
have a lot of examples in Japan and especially
maybe we can ask for some comments from
Sanriku.

FEIZRHMNZLET. HROBTZD L)
%, BIEATELREFELVIDIEKSADS
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TWdo THIVIHIHRE W) KE, KELeR
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TH2DT, £I)V) L EMDOEED T 4, [
W ESNOTT2ED T, #EREVI BDIRTH
WIBDTHL LR EDT TRV EWVIT %
WL, BWwE ZAIERIFIUIaIE 2 072 &
L) ZlaEo T, AR E V) ST
BREBLTUARRITNELLRVWEEZTnE
ER

[eh#3] Which points do you think you can tell to
the geoparks or the people from other coun-
tries?

WO NZIFTED LS %, ZOHFTH L
DE)BHRA VM ERETEDL EEDRETH,

[TE)] #hofericTdeRidy, BEoy
e, dEid, I P vy & A0
ERETELONHEEZEZTVET,

[B#] Iwant to just mention, we recently had in
Aso Global Geopark, a geo—hazard symposium.
We had an amazing discussion with the mem-
bers in Kyushu geoparks, because in Kyushu
there are many many volcanos. And we did
have some sort of disaster prevention materials.
So maybe we could do it not only in Kyushu,
but also with somebody else from the world
and do it.

[McKeever] This year, we have an application
from an erupting volcano in Ecuador, Tungura-
hua. Now we have two applications from Mex-
ico. Mexico is very much prone to volcanic

eruptions and to earthquakes. And right across,

we have geoparks developing in places like
Nicaragua, Colombia, and Peru. All these places
should be able to benefit from the knowledge
you have on how Japanese society has lived for
generations with these risks and how the
geoparks are working with the local people to
raise awareness of the risks also.

[ARHR] BAICBIER Y+ 8= 27 D2 LiZowTo
THIFNF=FIZOWTOY VRV T L% L
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[McKeever] Yeah, Nakada—san knows better
than me.

[hE] v 2597

[McKeever] He is the volcano man.

[AH] TFen b, 2F il bRILOW
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[LLUA] Also the workshop we organized in Aso
— there are so many different types of geo—
hazards. What I learned is how to deliver the
story for inspiring other geoparks.

[McKeever] That is exactly right. That is what
you need to think about. For example, the sym-
posium in Aso, was it international or was it
Japanese?

[LLUA] Just Kyushu.

[McKeever] Just Kyushu?

[RAS] B, B D F N — ko

[#0F] But, the name is international. If you were
invited.

[RHFF] SHEFSINTTR T ERE L MEET
DIANF = FOZHERATTIFEL, 22T
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[Chakraborty] I just want to ask for comments
from three people. We have JGC represented
here also. Nakada—san, Yuhora—san and then
Watanabe—sensei. Especially, Watanabe—sen-
sei and Nakada—sensei have been going around
the world for many evaluations. So from the
evaluators’ point of view, from their experience,
what they think? Then I will come back to
Yuhora—san, because you are also a JGC evalu-

ator and probably an international evaluator in




the near future. What do you expect?

o VANV FHRDT AN TIZnH o
LxbADT, HHEA, M3 A JGC O
T PELSEA. RHEER. BOrLHARDY
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1ok, SETOTRBD LI/ Z W&
WEBWET,

[(3Z] SoIam also responsible for the Asian—Pa-

cific Networks. So I have to say something of

course. I think it is important to go step by step.

So for example, Korean people have a Korean
Geoparks Network and I was invited to the
meeting of that network, and they were quite
active. So it is getting more and more real net-
work. So as the first step, for example, we hold
kind of a cooperative progress between the
two networks. When we hold the annual con-
ference of the JGN, we invite many people from

Korea, or we go to Korean Geoparks Network's

conference. So first we start with two countries.

Next, we invite Chinese people — so three coun-
tries. Then after, we can enlarge the interna-
tional network. I think we can go by such a
step by step way.

9 BEOL Y FT =75 2 IEF
o TETADT, TOMFEEIIT-728 &
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Thank you very much for very nice advice.
And -
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[(h#F] Is there anyone? Any candidates?

(0] KEFSAATESETH?
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[McKeever] You were saying about the Japa-
nese going to international conferences. You
are absolutely right. They are invisible.

[FF#] Yes.

[McKeever] So how many people are planning
to go to England?

[hHR] F1 22V v va - VEZIIfFI) LA
5> TWAFIEFEH SN TS,
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[McKeever] What are you going to do there?

[RAM] 22 TMETLFETTH

[? ?] Make friends!

-

[McKeever] Make friends? Well, yes you can do

that of course. What are much more construc-
tive? But what are you going to offer to the
conference?

[(RHF] 8o bro LERNEBHETLE, £
DEXBIAHHERT S L5 %

[McKeever] Did any of you think about the pos-
sibility of offering to do a workshop?

(K] 7—2 > av 72 LTAHRL) LEB-T
WhHo LeWEdh,

[fh#F] Yes, we should, maybe.

[McKeever] Maybe you should think about it.

[#44] Actually, Mr. Matsuda has showed us an
example of MAB yesterday. He is organizing a
side event in the Lima Congress which the par-
ticipants are expected to be around 1,000 peo-
ple. In that kind of big event, there are only
around 10 or so Japanese people, but Japanese
people has proposed the side event and it is
now going on.

[Chakraborty] Just one question: -

[fr4f] Translation:-
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[Chakraborty] Just a question, there are a num-
ber of geoparks represented here. Do you have
fixed budgets for doing this — sending people
abroad for workshops? What is the situation in
your geopark council?
[F#4] Japanese please.
[Chakraborty] W< o»D Y4/ 8—=7 DFH T
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[5r4F] What about Aso?
(LLA] FERIE. RECE>THED-TL DA
TYiF &, ®IEK2 ATT,
[McKeever] AndIzu?
[FN] 2~3ATY
[ch#F] What about Itoigawa?
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[h#F] They were designated just several months
ago as Japanese geopark.
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[fh#3] What about Sakurajima?

[E#] More than two.

24D ETY,

[(h#3] Same as us. We are expecting around that.

[McKeever] And Oki?

[Sadkowsky] Two or three.

[McKeever] What I would suggest is that while

you are in Europe, why not take the opportu-

nity to visit one or two other UNESCO Global

Geoparks?

[FF#d] Yes.

[McKeever] Because it is quite cheap to travel
inside Europe. So while you are in England,
why not go to Scotland or France or Ireland or
Germany---Iceland, of course. It is cheap.

[E#] Greece.
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[F44] OK, now we have finished half the session.

[Chakraborty] Yuhora—san's comment is re-
maining.

[eh#d] Well, but I guess we should take a coffee
break. After the coffee break, we will get a
marvelous comment from Mr. Yuhora.

OK. Then we would like to take 10 or 15 min-
utes coffee break here. Drinks are there, and
take it freely.

TN TRIO~15pFEa—e—T7L—r %k
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(a—e—71L—72)

[(h#3] OK, please take your seats. We are going
to start the session.

BEICBOELLES W, IBDFET L,

OK, so we would like to restart the session.
We were talking about the English Riviera and
taking the chance of going to England, we
should go to other European geoparks. And

then after the rest, we have made reservations

to Mr. Yuhora for a marvelous comment. So, I
would like you to take the floor.
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ADIENT T EET, GRIOHF LA A F
FAEV) DR, WIT JGN HF L L A,
FHERESADT 2 DL NS & A I13MHY
LB LRERIZE BT §,

[544] I fully agree with that. No more “Only



name” international symposiums.

[McKeever] Just inviting me or Nickolas Zouros,

or Ibrahim Komoo does not make an interna-
tional symposium!

[(RA] B &3 -2 P R720) CIRERE
HRICZ2 B 72T,

[HPRE] Yes.d oL F-oTL2ZE

[McKeever] But you know, I don't know, maybe
the idea of a workshop run by the Japanese in
the English Riviera, I have no idea if the Eng-
lish Riviera can facilitate that. But ask them.
Ask them,” Could you run a half day workshop
on disaster risk prevention or how you work
with local people?” Ask if possible.

[(AH] 1 FVADYEZTTORFET, ZAL
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WTATLZEEN, AP VW) ZETT,

[McKeever] No, they must ask themselves.

[Chakraborty] Yes, yes.

[McKeever] The other thing, has anybody ever
wondered what it is like to be part of the Euro-

pean Geoparks Network? Have you ever won-

dered what it is like to sit in those meetings?

Why don't you ask, can you go as an observer
and see how they do it.

[AF] -0 v RTTHRoTIVANN—T DR
EOITONTVWAATTIIRED, FHEEWD
BIREV) DIZZHESIATHNGZWER ) D
Ty ATHF—N=LLTBMTELEVIDB N
WEBWE Y, ERFWOENEDLT DD 5.

[McKeever] Last year, the European Geoparks

Network had observers from Uruguay, Canada,

and Brazil. And now they make up the Ameri-
can Network.

(KA 245, oVT T4, HF s 7T I
LZI Voo TH = N=DRNL T/HATT
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[h#] Yes, Mr. Watanabe, please.
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AR/ APPSR S S

[h44] I think that is a critical point. What Dr.
McKeever said to us two or three days ago was

that we should get onto the international stage.

I believe that we have some stories to tell or
experiences. We have something to tell to
other countries, but it is just that we are not
doing that right now.

[McKeever] That is what I am saying to you.
You have knowledge that the other geoparks
need. You need to share it with them.

[(RF] Moo ¥ F 78— 2 D7z b ARk T B4
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[fP#3] Role from the JGC--
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[F#4] Yes think that it is a wonderful contribu-
tion.
EHES LWHBZERWE T,
Maybe we can say that kind of example is
one of the capacity building.
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[(A44] Thank you for the wonderful comment. I
think we can ask some examples to-*Yes we
need some kind of organization or some people
to connect the local and the global level. T be-
lieve that the United Nations University has
this role especially. And we have a representa-
tive from there, Mr. Iida and maybe I would
like to ask him for some comments about this.
And let me say this in Japanese first.
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[74¢] One more? Yes, it's OK.

(EREH] MEDBEX LA TTU &

b, #cary s vTahlvd ok
T, IV Ie %50, VA= 7 BRE,
McKeever A LMTH AV 71557 FL
A %> ThDH McKeever L AT 720 5o
G-y RO YFN—T DEBEDE A —
7 FLAZETFICANRT, E)WIHRILED
Do TVIDERL Ehe EDBSFERL—T
MAB OEEZ#EIIT AT ES, HII
LHELTHOTHWLDZ L AR LIV E
BoT, E99bshtnoib, U= vay
ThaF—FTFAALTHAADA—=VT FL A%
FRANRT, IV RRLIZVALZ ST
A=NFBHIETTY, 9 27CHVTY. Ty
HobWELMFLTINT, v r—7£Lo
TEDNLZOT, BERLIAT L, bBAHA,
FREPVALVLEDHLERIATTIINE D,
HAZ, A=V TRIR, P&, PfiidEs e
WE T, 7255 McKeever 2 AL A — )V LT,
Cxedh. ZHWVI)FFZMY 720hHEH N
Gk h, TIPLEREMIBE > TS5
TWHTETT, HAFT N RERFETIEAR W,
Lo 13w, DLETY,

[#944] Thank you for your excellent comment
and I guess this is kind of like a, maybe a con-
clusion of what we should do for the next 1-2
years. Do you have some comments about this?

[McKeever] 1 think these are really excellent

points. And, all of these things are very easy to

do. Dr. Matsuura yesterday mentioned the
very bad situation in UNESCO, because of the
situation in Palestine and that the United
States has withdrawn its money. So at the mo-
ment we have two people running UNESCO
Global Geoparks. Two people. That's it. So any
help that Japan can give, by way of sending
somebody to live in Paris for 1-2 years to be
part of the secretariat of UNESCO Global
Geoparks, is probably the most valuable contri-
bution you could give to the network at the mo-
ment, because that is a real problem. But all
these other things — workshops, face to face
contact, e—mailing people, just do it. Just do it.
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[F49] Regarding these comments, I would like to
ask some of the UNESCO Global Geopark sites,
can you do it? From now?

[McKeever] One, two:+?

[#044] One by one?

[RAF] R DA 8= 7 2B SN THH S AL
WRAITY D

[McKeever] Four?

[F#3] Five?

Well, we have five minutes only left so we
would like to ask someone for the closing com-
ments? Well--

(Al 5ok 12VWnTT

[(h#] Yes please.
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[fh#F] Thank you for your comment, Mr. Yoneda.
Yes, we always collide with the budgetary re-
sources.

[McKeever] Same as all the geoparks.

[5944] Yes, but we need to get over that.

I guess, for closing, Abhik has informed us
that we have an Internationalization Working
Group in the Japanese Geoparks Network.

[McKeever] 1didn't know that.

[Fh#F] It was founded just last autumn. I think
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this working group should be the platform for
discussing these kinds of issues and we should
make some actions in the English Riviera. I
guess we should discuss how we can make a
contribution. We have only eight months. In
these eight months, we would like to, well, we
need to ask the leader Abhik, but why don't we
make some workshop or try for it at English
Riviera.

[Chakraborty] I mean, yeah. You should not ask.
It is very much obvious that someone should
take the initiative. It could be a geopark, it
could be network working group, it could be
anybody. But someone takes the initiative, and
that is how it starts. Yes, it is pretty obvious
that we ought to do such things.

[fh#3] And I believe all of you here:--Sorry, I
need to say this in Japanese.

EZETEo Tl
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This is not the issue only for the Internation-
alization Working Group but you all should be
involved in this process and the most impor-

tant thing is not only to attend but be involved

in the process. So Mr. lida has said that maybe
it is good not only for looking at the guideline,
but making it together is very good. We should
do that and somehow we will coordinate this

structure with Abhik and other members.

[Chakraborty] We will see about that. It is not

about one person.
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Thank you very much. I would like to ask Dr.
McKeever for the final comment of this work-

shop.

[McKeever] Final comment?
[FRF] Yes.
[McKeever] Thank you very much for asking

me to be here. It has been a great pleasure to
have the opportunity to share some thoughts
with you and to share the experience I have
had for 16 years now working in geoparks. It's
a long time. It has been a pleasure to be part of
the great celebration for UNESCO Global
Geoparks. This is the first time since 1972 that
UNESCO has done anything like this. So that
means UNESCO has great faith in you. And
UNESCO very much believes that you have
the capacity to change the planet, because that
is what this is all about — changing peoples’
lives better, and making an improvement for lo-
cal people. That is what we are all doing this
for. Always remember that, that is the reason
16 years ago we created geoparks in the first
place. It wasn't because we are all mad scien-
tists! Although we all are. It was to improve
people’s lives, to build mutual respect between
people, between countries, so that we all re-
spect each other and learn from each other.

And together, we can make the planet a better

place. Thank you very very much for inviting
me. I look forward to seeing many of you again,
maybe in May, and again in July in Niigata.
Thank you very very much. I wish you all a

safe trip home.
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[McKeever] May, in Tokyo.
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